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Section 18-1.  Purpose
18-1.01
The purpose of this Article is to protect, preserve and promote the beauty, safety and general welfare of the unincorporated territory by establishing certain minimum standards and procedures for the erection of signs in various zoning districts.  It is the intent of these Regulations to qualify, supplement, and more specifically, define the permitted use of signs, and the size or type of signs allowed by the various zoning districts.
Section 18-2.  Use Limitation/Permit Required

18-2.01
Unless otherwise exempt as provided in Section 18-4 of these Regulations, no new sign shall hereafter be constructed, erected, attached, supported or hung on a building, wall or structural support and no existing sign shall be altered, rebuilt, extended in height, replaced, relocated or expanded until a permit has been issued by the Zoning Administrator.

18-3.01 Section 18-3.  General Sign Requirements

a. The following general sign requirements shall apply to all signs in all zoning districts:

b. No sign shall be maintained at any location, where by reason of its position, size, shape or color to be an obstruction or to impair, obscure, interfere with the view of, or be confused with any traffic or railroad control sign, signal or device, or where it may interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic.

c. Sign area shall include the entire surface area within a single perimeter enclosing the outside limits or boundaries of such sign.  Where the perimeter boundaries are irregular or are not parallel, the sign area shall be the surface of the regular geometric shape which most nearly closes the outside limits or boundaries.

d. No permanent sign shall be attached to a utility pole or tree whether on public or private property.

e. Illuminated signs shall be designed and installed so as not to reflect or direct light onto any residential lot or residential zoning district and shall not interfere with any traffic signals.

f. Sign height shall be measured from the average ground elevation at the base of the sign to the highest element of the sign.

g. Signs shall be maintained so as to be structurally sound and in a safe condition;  shall be kept in a state of intact appearance by means of painting sealing or coating and repair or replacement of damaged parts, panels or lights.  Signs pertaining to businesses, activities, places or occupants that are no longer using the premises or the activity to which the sign relates, shall be removed by the permittee or property owner within sixty (60) days.

h. No advertising sign shall project into any required front, side or rear yard building setback for the zoning district in which the sign is located.

i. Any advertising sign located within three (3) feet of a driveway, travel way, parking or loading area shall have its lowest elevation at least 10 feet above the grade of the driveway, travel way, parking or loading area.

18-4.01 Section 18-4.  Signs Exempt from Permits

1. The following signs shall be exempt from the requirements of this Article, but shall conform with the other requirements of these Regulations:

2. Public street name signs, traffic control signs, legal notices; rezoning signs, railroad crossing signs, danger, temporary warning and emergency signs.

3. Memorial signs or tables on private property not in excess of four (4) square feet.

4. Official notices by public officers or employees in the performance of their duties.

5. Signs required or specifically authorized by statute or County regulations.

6. Non-illuminated, detached political signs for political candidates for public office or measures on election ballots.  Said signs shall not be placed more than ninety (90) days prior to the date of the election and shall be removed by the property owner or occupant within ten (10) days after the date of the election.  Signs shall not be more than thirty-two (32) square feet in area and not more than six (6) feet in height.

7. In residential and agricultural districts, one (1) temporary “For Sale”, “For Lease”, “Open House”, “Estate Sale” or “Garage Sale” sign per property lot that is non-illuminated and not more than ten (10) square feet in area, and not more than four feet (4’) in height.

8. In commercial or industrial districts, one (1) temporary “For Sale” or “For Lease” sign per property lot that is non-illuminated and no more than thirty-two (32) square feet in area, and not more than six feet (6’) in height.

9. In commercial districts, temporary indoor window signs.

10. Agricultural signs.

11. Parking lot ground signs, for the purpose of guiding and directing pedestrians and/or vehicle traffic.

12. Such additional signs as “No Hunting”, “No Fishing”, “No Trespassing” and other like signs, not to exceed six (6) square feet.

A. Signs for non-profit service clubs, civic organizations, fraternal organizations, youth organizations and religious organizations as follows:

B. Temporary signs advertising upcoming special events sponsored by the organization which are not installed more than thirty (30) days prior to the event and provided such signs are non-illuminated and do not exceed sixty-four (64) square feet in area.  Said signs may be located off-premises (with written consent of the property owner), shall not be located in any public right-of-way or road easement and shall be removed within ten (10) days after the event.
C. Permanent off-premises directional signs (with written consent of property owner) giving direction to the special event or location of the organization, provided such signs are non-illuminated and do not exceed six (6) square feet in area.  Said signs shall not be located in any public right-of-way or road easement and shall not be located in such a manner as to constitute a traffic hazard as determined by the County Engineer.

D. Permanent off-premises identification signs identify the various organizations, provided said signs identify two (2) or more related organizations and do not exceed more than six (6) square feet in area for each organization being identified.

E. Permanent on-premises signs as permitted by the requirements of the zoning district where said organization is located.

18-5.01 Section 18-5.  Classification of Signs

a. Functional Types:

b. Advertising Signs:  A sign which directs the attention of the public to any goods, merchandise, property, business, service, entertainment or amusement conducted or produced which is bought or sold, furnished, offered or dealt in elsewhere than on the premises where such sign is located or to which it is affixed.

c. Bulletin Board Sign:  A sign that indicates the name of an institution or organization on whose premises it is located and which may contain the name or names of persons connected with it, and announcement of persons, events or activities occurring at the institution.  Such sign may also present a greeting or similar message.

d. Business Signs:  A sign which directs attention to a business or profession conducted, or to products, services or entertainment sold or offered upon the premises where such sign is located, or to which it is affixed.

e. Construction Signs:  A temporary sign indicating the names of the architects, engineers, landscape architects, contractors, similar artisans and lending institutions involved in the design and construction of a structure, complex or project only during the construction period and only on the premises on which the construction is taking place.

f. Identification Signs:  A sign giving the name and address of a building, business, development or establishment.  Such signs may be wholly or partly devoted to a readily recognized symbol.

g. Name Plate Signs:  A sign giving the name and/or address of the owner or occupant of a building or premises on which it is located, and where applicable, a professional status.

2. Temporary Signs:  A sign intended for temporary display, not to exceed ninety (90) days including “For Sale” or “For Rent” signs, political signs, commercial window signs, special event signs, “Auction” and “Open House” directional signs.
a. Structural Types:

b. Awning, Canopy or Marquee Sign:  A sign that is mounted or painted on, or attached to an awning, canopy or marquee.  No such signs shall project above, below or beyond the awning, canopy or marquee.

c. Ground Sign:  Any sign placed upon, or supported by, the ground independently of the principal building or structure on the property, where the bottom edge of the sign is under six feet.

d. Pole Sign:  Any sign placed upon, or supported by, the ground independently of the principal building or structure on the property where the bottom edge of the sign is six feet or more above the ground level.

e. Projecting Sign:  Any sign that is wholly or partly dependent upon a building for support and which projects more than 12 inches from such building.

f. Wall Sign:  A sign fastened to or painted on a wall of a building or structure in such manner that the wall becomes merely the supporting structure or forms the background surface, and which does not project more than 12 inches from such building.

g. Roof Sign:  A sign totally supported on the roof of a structure.  Roof signs shall not project more than 12 inches beyond the face of the building nor more than 10 feet above the highest point of the roof.

18-6.01 Section 18-6.  Sign Regulations

1. The following sign regulations shall apply in addition to any requirements set forth in the individual zoning districts:

2. “A-1” and “A-2” Agricultural Districts:  (See Agricultural Districts)

3. Residential Districts:  (See Residential Districts)

a. Commercial Districts:

1) Functional Types Permitted:

2) Advertising Signs

3) Bulletin Board Signs
4) Business Signs
5) Construction Signs
6) Identification Signs
7) Name Plate Signs
b. Temporary Signs
1) Structural Types Permitted:

2) Awning, canopy or marquee signs

3) Ground Signs

4) Pole Signs

5) Projecting Signs

6) Roof Signs

c. Wall Signs

1) Number of Signs Permitted:

2) Awning, canopy or marquee signs and wall signs:  One per business or occupancy.

3) Ground Signs and Pole Signs:  One per zoning lot.
4) Projecting Signs:  One per zoning lot.
d. Roof Signs:  One per zoning lot.
e. Maximum Gross Surface Area:  Two square feet for each lineal foot of street frontage provided no single sign shall exceed a gross surface area of 400 square feet.
f. Maximum Height:  30 feet.
g. Required Setback:  Advertising signs shall maintain the same setback that is required for principal structures.
4. Illumination:  Illuminated signs shall be permitted.
a. Industrial Districts:

1) Functional Types Permitted:
2) Advertising Signs

3) Bulletin Board Signs

4) Business Signs

5) Construction Signs

6) Identification Signs

b. Temporary Signs
1) Structural Types Permitted:
2) Awning, canopy or marquee signs

3) Ground Signs

4) Pole Signs

5) Projecting Signs

6) Wall Signs

c. Roof Signs

d. Number of Signs Permitted:  Two per zoning lot.

e. Maximum Gross Surface Area:  Two square feet per lineal foot of street frontage, provided no single sign exceeds a gross surface area of  400 square feet.

1) Maximum Height:
2) Roof Signs:  10 feet above the highest point of the structure on which the sign is located.

f. All other signs:  30 feet.

g. Required Setback:  None, except that advertising signs shall maintain the same setback that is required for principal structures.

h. Illumination:  Illuminated signs shall be permitted.

a. Billboard Signs:  (Off-Premise Outdoor)  Off-premise outdoor billboard signs shall be permitted in the C-2, I-1 and I-2 Districts.

1) Location:
2) Billboard Signs shall not be located within three hundred (300) feet of any residential district or within three hundred (300) feet of any structure occupied as a residential, institutional or other non-commercial or non-industrial use, except agriculture.

3) Billboard signs shall not be located within fifty (50) feet of any State or federal highway to be measured from the edge of the right-of-way.

b. Billboard signs shall not be attached to the roof or wall of any building.

c. Maximum Height:  The top edge of any one billboard sign shall not exceed fifty (50) feet above the average grade measured from the base of the sign.

1) Maximum Sign Area:
A. The maximum sign area of any billboard sign shall not exceed a total of seven hundred fifty (750) square feet and shall comply with the following:

a) Shall not exceed a maximum height or vertical dimension of fifteen (15) feet.

b) Shall not exceed a width or horizontal dimension of fifty (50) feet.

c) For purpose of this subsection, each face of a billboard sign, whether back-to-back, V-shaped, or other configuration, shall be considered a separate sign.

d. Lighting:  Billboard signs may be indirectly illuminated but shall not cast glare upon any adjacent highway so as to pose a hazard to vehicular traffic.

e. Minimum Spacing Requirements:  No billboard sign hereafter erected shall be less than one thousand (1000) feet from any other existing billboard sign on the same side of the road or highway.  Such minimum spacing distance shall be measured along the center line of the frontage road, traffic way or interstate highway from a point opposite any edge of a billboard sign and perpendicular to the center line of each street, traffic way or interstate highway.

18-7.01 Section 18-7.  Nonconforming Signs

1. Every sign in existence at the time these Regulations become effective may continue in existence subject to the following:

2. Shall not be altered structurally or moved unless it is made to comply with the provisions of these Regulations.  However, the changing of the moveable parts of an existing sign that is designed for such changes, or the repainting of display matter shall not be deemed a structural alteration.

3. The lawful use of a sign existing on the effective date of these Regulations, although such sign does not conform to the provisions hereof, may continue; but if such nonconforming use is discontinued for a period of six (6) months, any future use of such sign shall be in conformity with the provisions of these Regulations.

4. No sign which has been damaged by fire, wind, explosion, or other act of God to the extend that fifty percent (50%) or more of the sign is destroyed, shall be restored except in conformity with these Regulations.  Any nonconforming sign which has been damaged to an extent less than fifty percent (50%) may be restored to its condition which existed prior to its damage.
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